
        

 

 

             

                

                 

               

                

                

                

                  

               

                

     

                

                 

 

                   

                

          

            

               

 

         

             

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

                 

           

2025-2034 Protocol for West Rosebud Creek Whitewater Flow 

Enhancement 

Under normal, routine operation of the Mystic Lake Hydroelectric Project by NorthWestern Energy 

(NorthWestern), up to four whitewater flow enhancements will be provided annually. For each of these flow 

enhancements, NorthWestern will endeavor to release 500 cfs for 5 hours from West Rosebud Lake Dam as 

measured at the USGS Streamflow Gauge # 06204070 West Rosebud Creek at Emerald Lake Campground. 

Whitewater releases will be conducted the first weekend in July (Saturday and Sunday releases) and the 

second and third Saturdays (only) in July. Rapidly decreasing flows as reported on the USGS Streamflow 

Gauge # 06204050 West Rosebud Creek near Roscoe MT can, on rare occasions, cause whitewater flow 

enhancements to be less than optimal on the first and second day of a 2-day flow enhancement, when 

releases of 500 cfs for less than a 5-hour duration from West Rosebud Dam occur. 

NorthWestern will endeavor to operate West Rosebud Lake below 6397.6 feet and above 6395.0 feet elevation 

during whitewater flow enhancement events. 

Minimum flow below West Rosebud Lake, during whitewater flow enhancements, will be maintained at 200 cfs 

or greater as measured at the USGS Streamflow Gauge # 06204070 West Rosebud Creek at Emerald Lake 

Campground. 

Whitewater releases from West Rosebud Lake Dam will begin at 9:00 AM. Peak flow (near 500 cfs) will reach 

the Emerald Lake Outlet between approximately 11:30 AM and 12:30 PM and will continue for approximately 

2.5 hours, gradually reducing to pre-enhanced base flow conditions thereafter. 

Beartooth Paddlers and American Whitewater will endeavor to communicate information regarding whitewater 

flow enhancement days to the paddling community through social media, websites, email and other means. 

Whitewater release days for the years 2025 through 2034 

Year Release Day 1 Release Day 2* Release Day 3 Release Day 4 

2025 July 5 July 6 July 12 July 19 

2026 July 4 July 5 July 11 July 18 

2027 July 3 July 4 July 10 July 17 

2028 July 1 July 2 July 8 July 15 

2029 July 7 July 8 July 14 July 21 

2030 July 6 July 7 July 13 July 20 

2031 July 5 July 6 July 12 July 19 

2032 July 3 July 4 July 10 July 17 

2033 July 2 July 3 July 9 July 16 

2034 July 1 July 2 July 8 July 15 

*Release Day 2 of each year is dependent on hydrologic conditions and NorthWestern’s ability to refill West 

Rosebud Lake following the previous day’s whitewater release (Release Day 1). 

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/mt/nwis/uv/?site_no=06204070&PARAmeter_cd=00065,00060,00010
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/mt/nwis/uv/?site_no=06204050&PARAmeter_cd=00065,00060,00010
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/mt/nwis/uv/?site_no=06204050&PARAmeter_cd=00065,00060,00010
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/mt/nwis/uv/?site_no=06204070&PARAmeter_cd=00065,00060,00010
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/mt/nwis/uv/?site_no=06204070&PARAmeter_cd=00065,00060,00010
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